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November 6 What I Learned on Renewal Leave: 

ñAnd Best of All God is with Us 
Stillò 

Romans 8: 31-39 

 

November 13 What I Learned on Renewal Leave: 

Lessons From Angry Birds Luke 18: 

1-8 

  

November 20 What I Learned on Renewal Leave: 

You Can Change the Tape 

2 Corinthians 12: 1-10 

November 27 First Sunday of Advent 

Note from Pastor Stephanie 

I want to thank all so much for the gift of time you gave me. The four months of my 

renewal leave have gone by very quickly, and have been very rich. I have felt the Spirit 

move in many ways. I look forward to sharing some of those with you in the weeks 

ahead. My sermon topics for November reflect some of the spiritual insights I have 

gained. Ideas abound for myself, the church, and spiritual journey. I know that you all 

have experienced growth as well. I would love to hear your stories. If you have a mo-

ment, would you send me an e-mail letting me know where you have seen the Spirit at 

work in your own life and in the church in the last four months.  

pastorstephanie@berthoudumc.org  

I am looking forward to being back in ministry with you.  

Pastor Stephanie 

mailto:pastorstephanie@berthoudumc.org


It has been my distinct privilege to serve as your interim pastor for the last eighteen 

weeks, enabling a well-deserved leave for Pastor Stephanie. This is the first experience I 

have hade as an interim pastor, so I was not sure what to expect in this short period of 

time. Many times an interim pastor is called into a troubled or unhealthy congregational 

situation. I was fortunate that this was not the case at Berthoud United Methodist 

Church. To be sure, the congregation has been and is dealing with some challengesðthe 

primary one being financial. But, overall, I have encountered a faith community alive 

with hope, active in mission, and determined to meet the future with faith and confi-

dence. 
 
I trust that I have been helpful in that process. I have tried to articulate a vision of hope 

and trust, to provide assurance that the Holy Spirit is already at work in your lives and in 

the community where you live and serve, to offer some guidance for the church to move 

into that future that God sets before you, and to suggest some practical steps to help you 

move into that future. 
 
Eighteen weeks is not enough time to accomplish all that, but I feel that, together, we 

have taken some significant steps toward that accomplishment. Both the ReConnecting 

study groups meeting this summer and the August renewal and planning retreat at Buck-

horn moved us in some significant understandings and some specific focus areas for the 

churchôs ministry in the next months and years. 
 
I have a special joy that a few steps took place very quickly after the retreat, moving the 

congregation into the fall season with greater strength and sense of mission. One was the 

clear leading of the Spirit to strengthen the churchôs ministry with and for youth. Leader-

ship emerged and plans and calendar were developed quickly and effectively. There are 

further steps needed, but that is a good start. We also decided that we want the church to 

have a stronger external presence in the Berthoud community. The September Make a 

Difference Day, the October ingathering of 500 pounds of food for the shelves of the 

House of Neighborly Service, and the listing of service opportunities for the coming 

months were just three steps in that direction. I have also been diligent in getting news 

articles to the Berthoud Surveyor as one source of community awareness of the churchôs 

ministries. 
 
I now leave you in the capable hands of Pastor Stephanie. It is my hope and prayer that, 

under her leadership, you will continue down the path of faithful 

Service to a God who is always faithful, loving, and merciful to us. 
 
Vaya con Dios, 

Keith 

A Note from the Interim Pastor 




