
 

Spiritual Formation 

As we begin a new year, we often make promises to improve ourselves, to get healthier, or to 

turn over a new leaf. We need to do that in our spiritual lives as well.  

 

From Sunday, January 8, until Lent begins in late February, each week I will be preaching on 

Spiritual Formation. The idea for this sermon series comes from the book The Good and 

Beautiful God by James Bryan Smith.  

 

This book is available from all major book sellers if you would like to read it on your own. 

Smith challenges us to examine our ideas about God and how God works in our lives. Each 

week we will have a bit of soul training with specific activities that help make the scripture 

come alive in body, soul, and mind.  
 
This deep, loving and transformative book will help you discover the narratives that Jesus 

lived byðto know the Lord he knew and the kingdom he proclaimedðand to practice spiritu-

al exercises that will help you grow in the knowledge of our good and beautiful God. 

 

Make as many promises as you need this New Year, take time to pursue the new 

and the healthy, and join us in worship to do some soul training and spiritual 

formation. 

 

ðPastor Stephanie 

The Banner  
First United Methodist Church of Berthoud  

 January 2012  

January 1 ñResolutions and Resolveò  Psalm 46 

January 8 ñSpiritual Formation: What Do You Seek?ò   
Matthew 7: 7-8 

January 15 ñSpiritual Formation: God Is Good and Trustworthyò  
 Romans 8: 28-32 

January 22 ñSpiritual Formation: God Is Lavish with Loveò 
Luke 15: 11-32 

January 29 ñUnited Methodist Women Mission Sundayò 
House of Neighborly Service 

January in Worship 2012  

 



Financial News 2012 Blood Drive Schedule 

As we look forward to the new year, I'd like 

to thank everyone who contributed to our 

church's financial position.  Whether you 

tithed faithfully, worked a CU game, used 

your King Soopers card, or dropped quarters 

in the box...I thank you.  Our combined ef-

forts, along with adhering to our budget, will 

allow us to push towards solvency.  

  

This month, I will update you on how we fin-

ished the year as we compile the 2011 num-

bers.  Barbara Boyd will be providing the 

year-end giving statements you require for 

your taxes.  Our 2012 church budget will be 

presented to the church council at the January 

23rd meeting. 

  

Nancy Divine, Finance Chair 

Berthoud UMC will be 

hosting three blood drives 

in 2012. They will be held 

March 4, 2012, July 29, 

2012, and October 28, 

2012. As these dates get 

closer, look for infor-

mation on how to sign up 

to donate. If you have 

questions, contact Barb Howell. 

Youth Diaper Drive  Ends  
January 8 

The High School 

youth have been or-

chestrating a  

Diaper Drive for sin-

gle parents who canôt 

afford necessary baby 

items.  
 
Please bring in baby 

supplies, especially diapers, and place them in 

the box labeled ñDiaper Driveò in Van Am-

burg Hall. The drive ends January 8, 2012.  

 

Thank you for supporting our youth in help-

ing the community. 

 
You can help the church 

without spending any 

money you wouldnôt 

spend otherwise!  
 
The church is participating 

in the King Soopers 

Neighborhood Reward Program. To help out, 

first get a King Soopers reward card from 

Betsy Haskins with $5.00 already preloaded 

to get you started.   
 
Next, go to King Soopers and reload your 

gift card at the customer service desk in any 

amount you choose.  When you pay with 

your gift card, the Church will make 5% on 

all purchases made at King Soopers, includ-

ing gasðexcept for services such as Western 

Union or other gift card purchases.   
 
If you canôt get a King Soopers card from 

Betsy Haskins at church, call her at 532-2175 

and arrangements will be made to get you a 

card. 

King Soopers Reward  
Program 
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The bills have all been paid for the spiritual 

renewal activities (book study, retreat, etc.), 

and we have almost $3300 remaining from 

Lilly grant funds to share with the church and 

community.   
 
When applying for the grant, we told the Lilly 

Foundation that we wanted to "share and 

serve more meaningfully in our community 

and beyond."   
 
Based on that stated intention as well as on 

the action plans created at last summer's re-

treat and input received from the congrega-

tion, we have decided to divide the money 

among the following:   

¶ our church youth group 

¶ yarn ministry,  

¶ Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN),  

¶ House of Neighborly Service,  

¶ Christmas In Berthoud, and 

¶ United Methodist Committee on Relief 

(UMCOR).   
 
Note:  Grant guidelines prevent us from using 

any of the money for salaries or other operat-

ing expenses. 

Besides taking part in the King Soopers 

cards program, you can save your Hays 

Market receipts and turn them in at the 

church. Hays Market will send us a check 

based on our church total! 
 
Drop your quarters into the quarter box in 

Van Amburg Hall. Each time youôre at 

church, clean out purse or pockets. It counts 

up. Our last deposit was over $500! 

More Easy Ways to Earn 
Money for the Church 

On Tuesday, Janu-

ary 10, at 7:00 

p.m., Keith and 

Mary Ann Watson 

are presenting in-

formation about a 

nine-day trip to 

England leaving 

Denver on Septem-

ber 26, 2012.   

 

The tour is orga-

nized through Edu-

cational Opportuni-

ties, a Christian 

travel group operating since 1974.  The tour 

will include visits to many of the sites of John 

Wesley's ministry including Asbury House in 

Birmingham, the New Room and Charles 

Wesley House in Bristol, City Road Chapel in 

London, the Old Rectory, St. Andrews 

Church in Epworth, and many others.   

 

Details are in brochures available  in Van 

Amburg Hall, and the Watsons will give more 

details, present some views, and answer ques-

tions on Tuesday, January 10. If you are inter-

ested or just curious please come. 

Learn More About Our Wesley 
Heritage and Enjoy Fall in 

England 

Remaining Lily Grant Funds  
Allocated  
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